DISRAELI AND INDIA
[CHAP.
Exactly four weeks before this letter was writte though the news had not reached England yet, a cata trophe had occurred, of quite another character thj those which Disraeli so lightly discussed: the Indis Mutiny had broken out. From Meerut, where it begai the mutineers had marched to Delhi, and proclaimed t" old and feeble king as Emperor of India. The rebellio facilitated as it was by the insufficient proportion English officers in native regiments, spread rapid] other important military stations affected being Pero2 pore, Allyghur, Lucknow, Cawnpore, Bareilly, a] Allahabad ; while everywhere the mutinous sepoys, I sides massacring men, committed terrible atrocities > helpless women and children. Symptoms of uneasint and disaffection among the native troops and in oth quarters had been observed in India since the beginni: of the year. A new rifle had been issued to the troo] and a rumour ran through them, which, though strong denied by the authorities, proved afterwards to have soi truth in it, that the new cartridges had been greas with cow's fat and pig's fat, thus offending the religic principles both of Hindus and of Mohammedans. But t Government at home paid no attention to the signs of u rest, and were accordingly taken entirely by surprise wh the outbreak came; nor could they for weeks, or inde months, be convinced of the seriousness of the situation It was very different with Disraeli. The general : terest which, ever since his tour in the Levant in 1830-i he had felt in India as part of the gorgeous East h given place of late years to a more particular study her characteristics and problems. To one persuaded the vital importance of race, this land of ancient ra< made a special appeal. During his term of office ] attention had been necessarily directed to the force: proceedings by which the then Governor-General, Lc . Dalhousie, was rapidly extending the area of Briti rule ; and his solicitude for the revenue of India had ma
1 May 10.wering the franchise, abolition of rate-paying clauses, and the ballot. . . .
